
 

 
 

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Task Force Meeting Minutes 
November 28, 2022 

 
Task Force members present via Teams/phone: Katherine Barchenger, Lacey Bergh, Jacob Davis, 
Jennifer Flores, Dr. Shannon Grave, Carol Johnson, Holly Johnson, Connie Lillejord, Heather Opland, Kodi 
Pinks, Dr. Myra Quanrud, Representative Matthew Ruby, and Jamie Walker-Fuller 

Absent:  

A quorum of Task Force members was present. 

Guests (present and via polycom/phone):  Brittany Armstrong, Kristin Dvorak, Danielle Hoff, Kim Hruby, 
Jodi Hulm, Heather Kapella, Kaitlin Kurtz, Stephanie Nelson, Lorena Poppe, Rachel Sinness, and Tricia 
Zinke 

Meeting was called to order at 1:02 p.m. 

Discussion of Task Force member openings: 

The positions that are currently open are: Psychologist, DPI Special Education Designee, Protection and 
Advocacy Designee (this position will be filled by Rachel Sinness), and Parent of child with a diagnosis of 
ASD 

Approval of November 2022 meeting minutes: 

Carol John made the motion to approve November 2022 meeting minutes. 

Dr. Myra Quanrud seconded the motion. 

Interim Legislative draft bill: 

Introduced by Representative Matthew Ruby: regarding the autism voucher program- Ask Kathy 
about this (do these bills have numbers, yet? Or names)? 

Wanting to increase the Federal Poverty Level to 250% (would be an increase from 200%)- this line will 
be added to the draft bill.  

Also removing the line that the voucher is a “pilot” program. 

Cross disability advisory council- generated from the study by Alvarez and Marsal- states the need to a 
cross disability council 

ASD Community Survey review and approval: 



Updated the opening paragraph-took the estimated time off. 

Flyer regarding the community survey will be sent out, a press will also be sent out. Survey will be 
posted on November 30, 2022. 

The flyer will be updated before it’s released, and the puzzle pieces will be removed. 

Holly Johnson made the motion to send the survey out on Wednesday. 

Dr. Shannon Grave seconded the motion. 

ABA Workforce updates: 

There has been an increase of 5 BCBA-Ds, BCBAs and RBTs; 7 BCBA-Ds, BCBA’s and BCaBAs- increase of 9 
since August 2022. ND Licensed Behavior Analysis (LBAs) is at 82 and RBTs have lost 2 since May 2022. 

ASD State Plan; subcommittee updates: 

Early Intervention- Informing physicians and parents on the steps that come after the autism diagnosis, 
questions to ask, how to help. Targeting physicians and early interventionists to help with informing the 
family.  

Family Support Services- Group met a couple weeks ago, there wasn’t a quorum present. The group 
would like one of the focuses to be the dissemination of the ASD Task Force survey to help make 
informed decisions about family support needs across the state. Still working on 2023 meeting dates but 
planning on every 5-6 weeks rotation. 

Discussed the interim human services committee that was held in October 2022. 

Would like a “roadmap” for services and information and when transitions happen, what happens next. 

Transition and Adult services- members are looking at meeting every 6 weeks, next meeting is January 
19, 2023.   

First step they want to do is to see what services and resources exist (Job Service, Vocational Rehab), 
and then looking at what steps need to come after that, transition services? Over employment/under 
employment of individuals with autism. Training the employer, job coaching? The third step is how to 
implement these changes. 

Legislative Policy- Met October 14, 2022. Discussed the bill that was made from the study done by 
Alvarez and Marsal.  

Representative drafted the bill that was presented earlier in the meeting after this meeting and 
discussion of what the subcommittee wanted the bill to be. 

The subcommittee will be meeting December 9, 2022. This will be the last meeting for the 
subcommittee before the Legislation session starts.  



DHHS Autism Programs updates; 2021-2023 dashboard for DHHS (ASD waiver, voucher, and state plan 
ABA): 

Providing updates on the autism services for the quarter of July-September 2022 expenditures for 
autism related services. 

Discussion of items to be included in letter to the Governor: 

Every December, a letter is sent to the Governor providing updates from the Task Force for the previous 
year. Discussion to include updates regarding the subcommittees intentions and the progress of the 
groups and how the subcommittees are broken out. 

Information regarding the Autism Task Force survey- purpose of the survey was/is to identify where 
gaps in services are, the breakout of professionals has also been expanded to include more than just 
service provider, family advocate, or parent. Asking if parents have to quit working to take care of their 
child. 

Discussion of new meeting dates and locations for 2023: 

Discussion around new meeting dates, time, and location for the meetings. There was conversation 
around if the task force should have an in-person meeting or staying with the format of TEAMS 
meetings.  

There was feedback that there was no money for task force members to travel to locations, and how 
hybrid meetings have been hard when people online can’t see who is talking, noise in the background. 

Task force had comments about the benefits of in-person meeting, meeting in a different location other 
than Bismarck, taking leave from work to attend the task force meetings. 

Holly Johnson made the motion to have one in person in either May 2023 or August 2023 meeting 
during the 2023 year for task force meetings. 

10 yay/3 nay; motion carries. 

Proposed dates for the 2023 year are: February 27, 2023, May 22, 2023, August 28, 2022, and 
November 27,2023. 

Discussion around the time of the meetings, which is currently 1:00 pm-4:30 pm. The discussion was 
around trying to find a better time where families could attend and not have to take time out of work, 
or if not so much time off work. Ideas that were talked about, having a different time for the meetings, 
having the meetings during the evenings. 

There was also conversation about public comment and how does the public know when they are 
allowed to make public comment; ideas were to have the agenda with times for each topic, stating 
when public comment would take place, or having the public make comments throughout out the 
meeting after the task force members have made their comments on the topics. 



“Public comment” will be added to the agenda, so it is aware that the public can make comments 
throughout the meeting. 

The new time for the taskforce meetings is 2:00 pm-5:00 pm. 

13 yay/0 nay; motion carries 

Future speakers and topics: 

Kathy asking the task force for ideas for future speakers and topics- asking the members to think on this 
and report back to her. 

One idea that was given was to find presenters based on the survey results, to cover the strengths and 
barriers- could help the task force members with their work on the ASD State plan and subcommittee 
work. 

Carol Johnson made the motion to adjourn the meeting 

Dr. Shannon Grave seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting 

13 yay/0 nay; motion carries 

Meeting adjourned: 2:50 pm 

Next meeting:  February 27, 2022 

Transcribed:    12/2/2022-KK 


