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CONTACT:
Food & Lodging Unit (HHS) · (701) 328-1291

First District Health Unit · (701) 852-1376

Southwestern District Health Unit · (701) 483-0171

Grand Forks Public Health - City of Grand Forks · (701) 787-8100

Bismarck-Burleigh Public Health - City of Bismarck · (701) 355-3400
Fargo Cass Public Health - Cities of Fargo and West Fargo · (701) 241-1360

RECIPROCITY: Reciprocity is mostly statewide, meaning health agencies 
recognize and accept each other’s licenses, EXCEPT for Fargo Cass Public 
Health and Bismarck-Burleigh Public Health. Mobile food units 
operating in those two areas need to contact those agencies for licensing.



Reciprocity: when a state or local health agency licenses an in-state mobile food unit (MFU) operator in North Dakota and another agency allows that 
MFU to operate in their jurisdiction without an additional license. Each local health agency, city, or county may have additional requirements.

Base of operations: location or commissary where mobile food unit returns forservices such as cleaning, waste discharge, and storage of food or supplies

Is your food operation a fully enclosed mobile food unit?

Is your food operation a stick stand, 
vendor booth, or tent that is not a 

fully enclosed mobile vehicle?

Where is your homebase/base 
of operations?

No reciprocity. Contact each 
licensing agency to obtain 

licenses for the cities/counties 
where you plan to operate.

Out of State

Contact the licensing 
agency listed on the 
map for that location 
to obtain a license.

No additional licensing 
is needed.

Is reciprocity offered by all agencies in 
the additional locations of operation?

Contact each licensing agency that does 
not offer reciprocity to obtain additional 
licenses for the cities/counties where you 

plan to operate.

Review the map for your base of operations 
and contact the listed licensing agency to 
obtain a license. Then review all cities and 

counties of additional planned operation to 
see if reciprocity is offered.

ND Resident

Planning to operate ONLY in 
your homebase city/county?

NO YES

NO YES

YES

NO

YES
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