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WHODAS (world health organization disability assessment scale)

WHAT IS IT 

WHY USE IT

WHY DIAGNOSIS ISN’T ENOUGH



Cognition Mobility Self-Care Getting 
Along Life Activities Participation

WHODAS – What it Measures?



Why Does it Seem So Hard?

New Measures
New is often scary

New things takes practice

What if the WHODAS is wrong?

Left Out
WHODAS may leave some out
But how do we assess youth?

What if a person doesn’t quality?

Financial Uncertainty
How to become a provider?

Will Medicaid pay?

Will it be enough?



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

0-4 No Disability Score 5-20 Mild Score 25-49 Moderate Score 50-99 Severe Score 100 Extreme

7000
35,00
0

175,000

70,00
0

420,000

ND Population Distribution of Disability Severity



STRATEGY  

Train and 
Supervise 

1
Measure 

and  Monitor

2
Re-Train and 
Evaluate for 

Needed Change 

3

What Next



Brain Injury Diagnoses Conundrum 

§ Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM)
§ International Classification of Diseases (ICD)
§ F02.80 and F02.81 too restrictive due to sub-codes
§ F03.90 and F03.91 flexible and exhaustive



Why a new Treatment Campus



NDSH critical component of DHS public service delivery



Private Hospitals and local referrals are the 
primary sources of inpatient admissions

North Dakota State Hospital Admissions



North Dakota has outpaced area states in expanding 
private, local hospital beds and establishing crisis 
stabilization facilities



Outdated, unsafe treatment space creates challenges



Mechanical, electrical, plumbing and structural systems
In degraded state and past useful life expectancy 



Deferred maintenance funds insufficient to meet demand



Urgent action needed before system failure occurs






















