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North	Dakota	Brain	Injury	Advisory	Council	

September	21,	2016,	1:30-4:30	p.m.	
State	Capitol	–	Pioneer	Room	

	
Advisory	Council	Members	Present:		Shannon	Binstock	(chair),	Senator	Tim	Mathern,	
John	Wanecke,	Kristine	Medeiros,	Nan	Kennelly,	Trina	Gress,	Joyce	Wolter,	and	Brittany	
Hunt	
	
	Absent:	Representative	Gail	Mooney,	Karen	Law,	Pat	Eide	
	
Others	Present:	Rebecca	Quinn,	Stacie	Dailey,	Jeannie	Pederson,	Arlene	Havig,	Shila	
Thorson,	Kevin	McDonough,	Rebecca	Haas,	Mandy	Slag,	Kaylen	Morast,	Melanie	Philips,	
Carrie	Cooper	
	 	
Welcome	
Stacie	Dailey	introduced	Shannon	Binstock	as	the	chair	of	the	group.		Meeting	was	called	to	
order	at	1:35	PM.		Shannon	Binstock	welcomed	the	group	and	introductions	were	made.			
	
A	call	for	additions	to	the	agenda	was	made	by	Ms.	Binstock.		John	Wanecke	informed	the	
group	he	would	like	to	discuss	a	letter	he	received	from	an	attorney	and	an	e-mail	from	
MABU	regarding	the	brain	injury	media	services.			
	
Review	of	Minutes	
The	Brain	Injury	Advisory	Council	minutes	from	the	June	15th,	2016	and	August	16th,	2016	
meeting	were	reviewed.		The	date	on	the	August	minutes	will	be	changed	from	the	17th	to	
the	16th	and	the	use	of	Polycom	will	be	added	to	reflect	all	in	attendance.		A	motion	to	
approve	with	the	noted	changes	was	made	by	Senator	Matthern.	Kristine	Medeiros	
seconded	the	motion.	The	motion	passed.		
	
New	Member	Applications		
Three	member	applications	were	reviewed	by	the	council.		Rebecca	Quinn	provided	
information	on	the	reference	checks.		The	council	was	informed	that	Lee	Redhorse	was	not	
able	to	be	contacted.		Jeannie	Pederson	informed	the	group	she	would	get	into	contact	with	
him.		The	council	will	wait	to	fill	his	position	until	we	hear	back	regarding	his	interest.			
	
Nan	Kennelly	made	a	motion	to	approve	Tracy	Barrett	for	membership	to	the	Council.		
Trina	Gress	seconded	the	motion.		The	motion	passed	by	all	voting	members.	
	
The	co-chair	position	was	discussed.		The	application	will	be	sent	out	to	all	members	
including	the	newly	approved	member.		The	council	will	have	until	October	21st	to	fill	out	
the	application	and	send	it	in.			
	
BI	Council	Overview		
Rebecca	Quinn	reviewed	the	handbook	which	includes	the	council’s	mission	and	vision,	
bylaws,	operating	procedures,	code	of	ethics,	agendas,	and	minutes.			
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Identification	of	Council	Member	Terms		
According	to	the	adopted	bylaws	half	of	the	council	members	will	have	a	four	year	term	
and	half	will	have	a	two	year	term.		Senator	Mathern	was	open	to	a	two	or	four	year	term,	
Kristine	Medeiros	would	like	a	two	year	term,	John	Wanecke	would	like	a	four	year	term,	
Brittany	Hunt	is	open	to	a	two	or	four	year	term,	Nan	Kenneally	would	prefer	a	four	year	
term,	Trina	Gress	would	prefer	a	four	year	term,	Shannon	Binstock	would	prefer	a	four	
year	term,	and	Joyce	Wolter	would	prefer	a	four	year	term.			
	
Trina	Gress	motioned	to	have	Shannon	Binstock	choose	what	length	of	term	each	member	
will	hold	based	on	the	preference	given	by	each	member.		Ms.	Binstock	will	notify	the	
council	members	after	she	gets	feedback	from	those	who	are	absent.		Senator	Mathern	
seconded	the	motion.		The	motioned	passed.	
	
Review	of	Bylaw	Changes		
Stacie	Dailey	read	the	proposed	changes	to	the	bylaws	which	include	an	added	section	to	
remove	council	members	and	the	removal	of	the	vice	chair	become	chair	following	the	
chairs	term.		The	council	discussed	the	changes	and	additional	questions	on	the	bylaws.			
	
Senator	Mathern	made	a	motion	to	amend	the	Bylaws	and	Standing	Rules	section	B	to	read	
“Bylaws	of	the	council	can	be	amended	after	proper	notice	has	been	provided	and	a	
meeting	is	held	to	read	the	bylaws	followed	by	two	thirds	vote	of	the	existing	council	
membership.		In	addition,	section	C	will	be	changed	to	B.”		Trina	seconded	the	motion.		The	
motion	passed.	
	
The	bylaws	will	be	read	during	the	December	meeting	for	final	approval.	
	
Legislative	Talking	Points	and	Bill	Drafts	
Rebecca	Quinn	presented	a	handout	(Attachment	A)	with	talking	points	regarding	national	
information	and	the	findings	from	the	2016	ND	Brain	Injury	Needs	Assessment.		The	
council	reviewed	the	handout	and	provided	feedback	such	as	changing	the	wording	of	
number	three	from	the	findings	of	the	needs	assessment,	taking	off	how	to	donate	to	
NDBIN,	reducing	the	words	to	make	it	easier	to	digest,	including	visuals,	and	addressing	the	
need	for	individuals	with	a	brain	injury	who	are	high	functioning.		Shannon	Binstock	
requested	the	formation	of	a	sub-committee	to	formalize	talking	points.		John	Wanecke,	
Brittany	Hunt,	Kristine	Medeiros,	Rebecca	Quinn,	and	Shannon	Binstock	volunteered.		
Brittany	Hunt	agreed	to	chair	the	sub-committee.	
	
Senator	Mathern	has	requested	Legislative	Council	to	develop	a	bill	draft	to	formalize	the	
Brain	Injury	Advisory	Council	as	a	Governor’s	Council.			
	
Trina	Gress	brought	forward	a	question	from	the	Brain	Injury	Providers	Coalition.		She	
asked	the	Council	if	a	bill	draft	will	be	developed	to	change	the	definition	of	brain	injury.		
The	council	reviewed	the	current	definition.		Senator	Mathern	asked	what	the	Providers	
Coalition	discussed	in	regards	to	the	definition.		Ms.	Gress	reported	the	providers	would	
like	the	language	to	be	clear	because	as	written,	it	is	confusing.		The	providers	do	not	have	a	
recommendation	for	changing	it	at	this	time.		Trina	Gress	suggested	a	sub-committee	to	
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draft	a	bill	for	the	definition.		Senator	Mathern	requested	the	Providers	Coalition	develop	
suggested	language	for	the	definition	of	brain	injury	and	bring	to	the	council	for	
consideration	at	the	next	meeting.		Senator	Mathern	requested	the	council	members	be	
invited	to	the	Providers	Coalition.		Rebecca	Quinn	volunteered	to	bring	example	definitions	
to	the	Providers	Coalition	meeting.	
	
Senator	Mathern	made	a	motion	that	the	council	ask	the	Providers	Coalition	to	have	a	
meeting	at	which	time	they	consider	their	preferred	definition	for	brain	injury	in	the	
Century	Code	and	at	that	time	the	ND	Brain	Injury	Council	is	invited	and	the	
recommendation	is	brought	back	to	the	next	council	meeting.		Nan	Kennelly	seconded	the	
motion.		The	motion	passed.	
	
Brain	Injury	Media	Services	Update		
Stacie	Dailey	updated	the	council	on	the	focus	groups	that	were	conducted	to	test	the	
messaging.		The	council	was	informed	that	the	report	should	be	done	hopefully	by	next	
week.		The	council	requested	the	focus	group	report	once	it	is	received.	
	
Addition	to	the	Agenda	
John	Wanecke	discussed	the	media	services	tagline	stating	“it	bothers	me.”		He	passed	out	a	
letter	from	a	law	firm	(Attachment	B)	and	an	e-mail	from	MABU	(Attachment	C).		Stacie	
Dailey	discussed	procurement	rules	and	the	need	to	follow	the	RFP,	proposal	submitted	by	
KK	Bold,	and	the	contract	that	was	signed.		The	group	was	informed	of	the	bylaws	and	the	
need	to	have	council	approval	prior	to	speaking	on	behalf	of	the	council.		The	timeline	of	
the	media	services	was	discussed.		The	council	discussed	the	need	to	move	forward	and	
support	the	efforts.	
	
Shannon	Binstock	requested	council	members	to	make	a	list	of	services	provided	to	
individuals	with	a	brain	injury	and	identify	what	works	and	what	doesn’t	work.			
	
Trina	Gress	made	a	motion	to	adjourn	the	meeting.		Kristine	Medeiros	seconded	the	
motion.		The	motion	passed.	
	
Next	Meeting	Date	–	December	21st,	2016	(1:30	–	4:30)	PolyCom	will	be	available	
	
Agenda	Items	for	the	next	meeting	–		

• Reading	of	amended	bylaws	
• Review	of	brain	injury	talking	points	
• Review	of	proposed	brain	injury	definition	
• Media	services	update	

	
If	members	have	any	agenda	items	they	would	like	to	add	please	send	them	to	Stacie	Dailey	
at	sdailey@nd.gov	
	
	
Adjourned	at	4:25pm	
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Attachment	A	
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Attachment	B	
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Attachment	C	


