
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description of strategy 

 

WYSAC, University of Wyoming 9 Catalog of Environmental Prevention Strategies 

Discussion of effectiveness  

COPS IN SHOPS PROGRAMS 

A “Cops in Shops” program places 
undercover law enforcement officers, or 
alcohol beverage control (ABC) agents or 
inspectors in off-premise stores that sell 
alcohol. Officers issue citations or make 
arrests for underage purchase, attempts to 
purchase, and related violations, including 
citations for adults who purchase alcohol for 
underage youth, according to the current law 
of the jurisdiction where the program is in 
operation. Training is provided to both law 
enforcement officials and retailers. 

In this program, law enforcement officers and 
inspectors not only cite or arrest underage 
youth who attempt to purchase or purchase 
alcohol illegally, the program also emphasizes 
the use of publicity as a continuous deterrent 
to potential underage buyers. Store posters, 
stickers for cold case storage areas, 
brochures, posters on buses or in subways, 
buttons, and television public service 
announcements remind young people that if 
they attempt to buy alcohol illegally, they 
may be dealing with an undercover law 
enforcement officer or alcohol inspector.  
“Cops in Shops” was originally developed in 
Delaware, but in recent years the program 
has been enhanced, packaged, and promoted 
nationwide by the Century Council, a 
national, not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to fighting drunk driving and illegal 
underage drinking (National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, 2001). 

Alcohol 
No evidence regarding  the effectiveness of 
"Cops in Shops" programs was located. 

 

 

Other names/examples:  None 
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Intervening Variables 

Retail Pricing 

 
Retail availability  
Social availability  
Law Enforcement  
Community norms 

 
Promotion & media  


