CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS/LAND USE

Description of strategy

Local regulatory authority can identify the
appropriate locations within their jurisdiction
where alcohol may be sold or consumed and
how it may be distributed and marketed by
way of conditional use permits and land use
ordinances (Ashe, Jernigan, Kline, & Galaz,
2003). Conditional use permits, sometimes
called “special use permits” or “special
exceptions,” are a refinement of zoning
powers whereby the government makes
exceptions for specific uses of land otherwise
prohibited by general zoning controls as long
as the property owner meets certain
conditions (Fulton, 1999). Limiting the
number of local conditional use permits for
alcohol-related events reduces the retail
availability of alcohol within a community.
This strategy relies on local regulatory and
land use powers to decrease retail availability
of alcohol (Mosher & Reynolds, 1999).

In North Dakota, local governing bodies
establish rules and regulations for event
permits. State law does outline minimum
conditions that must be followed for persons

under the age of 21 (N.D.C.C. § 5-02-01, State and
local retail license required, 2013).
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Discussion of effectiveness

A 2003 review of land use planning literature
suggests that land use regulations are an
effective public health advocacy tool to
lessen negative effects of alcohol retail
outlets in neighborhoods but the review does
not provide a quantitative assessment of the
effectiveness (Ashe, Jernigan, Kline, & Galaz,
2003). A study looking at eight local alcohol
policies, including conditional use permits,
found that none of the local alcohol-policy
ratings were associated with adolescent
drinking, but overall outlet density was
positively related to alcohol use and heavy
drinking (Paschall, MGrube, Thomas, Cannon,
& Treffers, 2012).

While there is limited evidence evaluating the
effectiveness of conditional use permits and
land use ordinances on alcohol-related
outcomes, they can reduce the retail
availability of alcohol (Mosher & Reynolds,
1999).

Other names/examples: Alcohol
Permit Processing, Special use /event
permits, Special exceptions to zoning laws.
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