COMPLIANCE CHECKS OF ALCOHOL RETAILERS

Description of strategy

A compliance check is a tool used to identify
alcohol establishments that sell to underage
youth and to increase retailer compliance
with prohibitions on alcohol sales to minors.
The practice of conducting compliance checks
can be mandated by a local ordinance.
Typically the ordinance will outline the
standards for conducting the checks, the
people or agencies responsible for
conducting the checks, and the penalties for
establishments, servers, and sellers who
illegally sell or serve alcohol to underage
youth. The practice also may be voluntarily
implemented by law enforcement or
licensing authorities. Compliance checks have
two general purposes. The first is to enforce
state criminal statutes and/or local
administrative  ordinances. The second
purpose is to identify, warn, and educate
alcohol establishments that serve or sell
alcohol to underage youth.

Compliance checks are typically implemented
by a standard procedure. For example,
initially alcohol licensees are informed that
compliance checks will occur at various times
throughout the year and about potential
penalties for selling alcohol to underage
youth. During the check, an enforcement
agent (police officer or other authorized
person) waits outside the premises while a
person under age 21 attempts to purchase or
order an alcoholic beverage. If the alcohol
establishment sells alcohol to the young
person, the enforcement agent issues a
citation either to the seller/server or to the
establishment. The police officer may charge
the server or seller who sold the alcohol
(when compliance checks are used to enforce
state laws governing servers and sellers), or
the officer may issue an administrative
citation, which is imposed upon the alcohol
license holder rather than the individual
server or seller (when compliance checks are
used to enforce local administrative
ordinances). Because administrative charges
are easier, faster, and less expensive to
prosecute, they can be the best option-and in
some communities the only option—for
penalizing alcohol establishments (University
of Minnesota Alcohol Epidemiology Program,
2011).
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Discussion of effectiveness

Alcohol

Alcohol compliance checks as part of a
multicomponent intervention were generally
found to be effective at reducing underage
sales (Wagenaar, Toomey, & Erickson, 2005;
Saltz, Welker, Paschall, Feeney, & Fabiano,
2009).

In  North Dakota, compliance check
operations are permitted, and for these
purposes, a person under the age of 21 can

enter a licensed establishment .
(N.D.C.C. § 5-01-08, Individuals under 21 years of age
prohibited from entering licensed premises, 2013).
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Business and Passed Compliance Check
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