North Dakota NDVRS OP 23-22
Vocational Rehabilitation Effective Date: 09/15/2023
Older Individuals Who are Blind Supersedes: NDVRS OP 20-02

Eligibility and Application
I. Policy Summary

The Vision Rehabilitation Specialist (VRS) determines if the applicant is eligible for
services provided by the Older Individuals who are Blind (OIB) program. Once the
client has been deemed eligible for OIB services, the VRS assists the client to
complete the necessary application to open an OIB case.

Il. Eligibility for the OIB Program

The OIB program provides independent living services to individuals age 55 or older
who are blind or have a significant visual impairment.

* To ensure an applicant is at least 55 years old, the VRS must request to see a
state-issued identification to confirm the client meets the federal age
requirement of the program.

» Ifthe client is employed and refuses to open a VR employment 110 case, they
can still be seen if they meet OIB criteria (VRS should document the refusal in
a case note).

+ If the individual has a significant visual impairment that is impeding work,
he/she must be referred to Vocational Rehabilitation (VR). A client cannot have
a VR case and an OIB case open at the same time.

There is not a residency restriction to the program.

+ Ifaclientis a "snowbird" and resides six months in one state and six months
in another state; whichever state, he/she resides in at the time services are
needed must provide the service. If a client has an open case in another state,
the VRS must contact the other state (with an Authorization to Disclose
Information SFN 1059) to determine what services have been provided so
there is no duplication of services.

To help determine eligibility, the VRS may need to obtain the applicant's latest
eye report. This will help to determine eligibility requirements as well as the
severity of visual impairment.

* Torequest medical records, the VRS must get an Authorization to
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Disclose Information from the client and file it in the hard copy file.

The applicant cannot reside in a skilled nursing facility, nursing home, or basic
care facility and be served by the OIB program.

» If the applicant resides in a skilled nursing facility, nursing home, or basic care
facility, refer the applicant to the North Dakota Vision Services/School for the
Blind (NDVS/SB). If the applicant prefers the VRS to contact NDVS/SB, then
an Authorization to Disclose Information (SFN 1059) must be completed prior
to the referral being made.

* Inthe event the applicant resides in a skilled nursing facility or nursing home
for rehabilitation and will return to his/her home within 30 days, the VRS can
put the individual into the referral module until he/she is discharged home.
Enter an anticipated date of discharge in the comments section. A case for the
client should be opened after he/she is discharged from the skilled nursing
facility or nursing home.

* The client will complete an application when he/she is home.

« Ifa current client is moving into a skilled nursing facility or a nursing home, the VRS
must refer the client to NDVS/SB.

+ The VRS should give the client the contact information for NDVS/SB. If the
client prefers the VRS to contact NDVS/SB, then an Authorization to Disclose
Information (SFN 1059) completed and placed in the hard copy file.

* The VRS must follow the Case Closure.docx .

lll. Assisted Living Facility

The applicant can reside in an assisted living facility and receive services from the OIB
program. Most assisted living facilities have a kitchenette in the apartment. If unsure if
the client is in an assisted living facility, contact the Central office.

IV. Application for Services

The VRS must complete the Application for Older Blind Program (SFN 186). The
client must sign and date the application. The VRS must put the SFN 186 in the hard
copy file and upload the SFN 186 in the file if the signature was an electronic
signature or verbal authorization.

» Electronic signatures should be used as an exception. Best practice is to
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get a physical signature. There must be documentation to justify why an
electronic signature was preferred versus a physical signature in the case
note.

» Verbal authorization should only be used as a last resort. There must be
thorough documentation explaining when and how the consent was given and
by whom (should always be the perspective client giving their authorization).
A copy of the application must be mailed to the individual for their records,
and this should also be documented.

V. When to Complete an Application

+ The application must be signed prior to the distribution of any equipment. The
date the client signs the application is the date the client becomes a participant
in the OIB program.

o The application can be accepted using a physical signature,
electronic signature, or verbal authorization from the client.

= Ifthe signature is electronic or a verbal authorization this
must be thoroughly documented.
» If a case was closed in the OIB program and the client is seeking services
again, a new application, signature, and a new assessment must be
completed.

VL. Inputting Application Information into AWARE ND

The VRS must input the application information into AWARE ND within 14 days of
client signature and date. Once the information has been entered into AWARE ND,
an office support staff, or designated staff member will review the information
entered into AWARE ND to verify the accuracy of the information entered.

Summary of Changes

9-2023 - Remove client cannot be working for pay and added that client can be seen
in OIB program if they refuse to open an OIB case.

VRS Operational Policy Page 3 of 3



	Eligibility and Application
	II. Eligibility for the OIB Program
	Ill. Assisted Living Facility
	IV. Application for Services
	V. When to Complete an Application
	VI. Inputting Application Information into AWARE ND
	Summary of Changes





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		eligibility-and-application-oib.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Aimee Volk, Vision and Independent Living Services Administator, alvolk@nd.gov



		Organization: 

		Vocational Rehabilitation, Dickinson







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

