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The North Dakota Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is a hybrid entity
under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), Public
Law 104-191, at 45 CFR parts 160 and 164 (HIPAA Privacy, Security, Breach Notification,
and Enforcement Rules), as amended by the Health Information Technology for
Economic and Clinical Health Act (HITECH Act).

HIPAA defines a hybrid entity as a single covered entity whose business operations
include both covered and non-covered HIPAA functions. As a hybrid entity, HHS performs
activities that fall into both categories. The following divisions, sections, units, and
programs have been designated as HIPAA health care components within the HHS hybrid

entity:

Medical Services Division;

Developmental Disabilities - Deputy Commissioner’s Office, except for Quality
Assurance, Audit, Home & Community Based Services Surveying, and
Provider Licensing;

Adult and Aging Services - Deputy Commissioners’ Office, except for Legal
Assistance Services and the Long Term Care Ombudsman Program;

Life Skills and Transition Center - Deputy Commissioners’ Office except for the
Collette Fitness Center;

Refugee Cash and Medical Assistance Program - Office of Refugee Services -
Deputy Commissioner’s Office;

Gambling Disorder Counselor; State Hospital; and Regional Behavioral Health
Clinics - Behavioral Health Division;

Laboratory Services - Public Health Division;

Oral Health Program and Women’s Way Program - Health Promotion & Chronic
Disease Prevention - Healthy & Safe Communities - Public Health Division; and
Multidisciplinary Clinics; Metabolic Food Program; and Children’s Special
Health Services Financial Coverage Program - Health Promotion & Chronic
Disease Prevention - Healthy & Safe Communities - Public Health Division.
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The following are also designated as HIPAA health care components when they create,
receive, maintain, or transmit Protected Health Information for the purpose of providing a
service or performing a function on behalf of a HIPAA health care component.

Commissioner’s Office;

Deputy Commissioner’s Office;

Policy Director, Clinical Policy Director, Children’s Behavioral Health Manager,
Addiction & Recovery Manager, Addiction & Recovery Prevention Manager,
Quality & Technical Support Services, and Revenue Cycle - Behavioral Health
Division;

Information Technology Division;

Communications Division;

Human Resources Division;

Financial Division; and

Legal Division.
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