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Grow Child Care Grant 

NDCC  50-11.1-14.1(3)a and (3)b, 

Statutory Authority

NDCC  50-11.1-11.1(1) 



Grant Types
1. Desert or High Needs County - New License
2. Desert or High Needs County - Expansion
3. Infant / Toddler – New Capacity

Eligible Applicant
Owner of a Child Care Program (as defined in NDCC 50-11.1(2)(16)

Grow Child Care Grant
Grant options to support Child Care Start-up and Expansion

The Intended Outcome of ND’s Grow Child Care Grant is to:
 Increase availability of Child Care in Desert or High Needs counties.
 Increase availability of Infant and Toddler spaces throughout the state.



Desert & High Needs Counties 

*High Needs Counties *Desert Counties



High Needs Counties - Grant Parameters
Investing in Child Care Start-up and Expansion

Desert County 
New  License

Dunn & Towner only

Desert County
Expansion

Dunn & Towner only

High Needs County 
New  License

High Needs County
Expansion

Willing to work with a Child Care Aware 
Start Up Coordinator and Health and 
Safety Specialist

Child Care located in specific community / 
geography

Application submitted within 60 days of 
the expansion occurring (i.e., no later 
than 60 days of new license being issued 
for the expanded or new capacity)

Has to be newly licensed

Expanding capacity based on the number 
of existing licensed slots

Max grant award License type/capacity
Center/$2500/slot - up to $100,000

Family/Group/Group Facility 
$2500/slot -up to $75,000

Increased capacity
1-3 slots - $750 - $2250

4-12 slots - $3000 - $9000
13-24 slots - $9750 - $18,000

25 or more - $18,750- max $45,000

License type/capacity
Center/$1500/slot - up to $100,000

Family/Group/Group Facility 
$1500/slot -up to $45,000

Increased capacity
1-3 slots - $500 - $1500

4-12 slots - $2000 - $6000
13-24 slots - $6500 - $12,000

25 or more - $12,500 - max $30,000



Infants and/or Toddlers - Grant Parameters
Investing in Child Care Start-up and Expansion

Infant – New Capacity
State-wide

Toddler – New Capacity
State-wide

Willing to work with a Child Care Aware Start Up 
Coordinator and Health and Safety Specialist

Application submitted within 60 days of the expansion 
occurring (i.e., no later than 60 days of new license being 
issued for the expanded or new capacity)

Expanding capacity based on the number of existing 
licensed slots 

Increasing Infant and/or Toddler space by adding 8 
infants or 10 toddlers to a space dedicated for that age

Max grant award – Max 2 awards per program +8 infants $10,000 +10 toddlers $10,000



Grant Program Definitions

High Needs or Desert County 
New License
Creating new slots in a licensed 
child care space that has not 
been “previously licensed”

High Needs or Desert County 
Expansion
Expanding the number of slots in a 
currently licensed space.

Expanding the number of slots in a 
currently licensed space by moving to 
a new location (which results in a new 
license)

Infant / Toddler Expansion
Classrooms that are designed to serve 
children ages 0-35 months. 

An applicant can demonstrate this by 
describing plans for both physical space 
and staffing, as per licensing 
requirements. 

Preservation of child care is not included as an eligible activity. 

  Preservation is defined as preventing the loss of existing child care capacity. 
Examples of Preservation:
• transferring ownership or otherwise taking over responsibility for an existing child care business                                          
• moving children and staff from one location to another



 HHS will review the pre-application request and notify child care 
program of next steps via email.

 Complete the Microsoft Form pre-application (available on the HHS website). 
Below is  information that will be collected on the form:

About the Pre-Application

 Business Name

 Owner

 Point of Contact 

 Early Childhood Hub Workforce 
Registry ID

 HHS License Number 

 Desert or High Needs County Newly-
Licensed

 Desert or High Needs County 
Expansion

 Expanded by 8 infants

 Expanded by 10 toddlers



 Complete required application documents:
 Child Care Aware of ND Start-Up Coordinators are available for support.

• Business Plan (SFN 1946) *80 points is the minimum threshold to be awarded 
• Grant Budget Narrative (SFN 1950) *Including Floor plans

 Log in to the ND Early Childhood Hub select and complete the Grow Child Care 
Grant application.

 Once notified of award decision, Awardee (program owner) will be required to 
sign and return a grant agreement

• Desert or High Needs County (newly licensed) Awards:
• Up to 25% of grant funds may be disbursed 6 months prior to licensing being complete. 
• Awardee must obtain a license within 6 months as described in grant agreement – awardee 

may be required to return distributed funds.

• Infant/Toddler Expansion Awards: 
• Funds will be disbursed after awardee’s license shows increased capacity or verified by HHS 

Licensing Staff.

About the Application and Award Process 

https://ndchildcare.org/start-child-care/
https://ndchildcare.org/start-child-care/
https://ndchildcare.org/start-child-care/
https://ndchildcare.org/start-child-care/
https://identity.newworldnow.com/account/login?returnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSW5zaWdodCBSZWdpc3RyeSBORCBWNiAoUHJvZCk%253D%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fregistry.ec.hhs.nd.gov%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26response_type%3Dcode%2520id_token%2520token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520role%2520email%2520profile%2520nwn.insight.elearning.webapi%2520nwn.insight.webapi%2520nwn.insight.identity.webapi%2520offline_access%26state%3DOpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%253DQ1tCe1Lk1TOBwDFDH2QlhTw6ahwYRCn9MI1ZnokbDEztoJfWzhVyaBz3CTRYzH_PqbK08Wrv0HXYUq_HrFKhJoiXKTHb8CnY64kw4NMjpE_A3VFSXTlBitQF9Eaa1eVCbyGi-VQQi8oC0zeyw-UTIRQjC949TL5WHEc7YukK4b0Rzaa3CFbygAYiBDbMbKqIjpmrNZkWdxFl2UF1OBDcvoNBXVgd6cElxoUh1d6hifwDhl-BjHZGgnvpoYkS6ECnFcMtjKFonC_KjD38VbDjwZCegUQuyD_TfDqSp6_Kllbf6qN1OvG-IgSE4TM-_uZiO7qwEw9J-TTUmUmrT5Wf55IwK90qIGptQyPj4oHaO_g8cvAiU_SH560rA9EbQN9BryFAqBdYdFAn5sqn-nPD1g%26nonce%3D638936373644305715.ODBhMjM3YTctOTYzYy00MDFiLTgyNmMtZTQwNWEwYmUzN2I5YWJhMGUwMTMtYWE3MS00YmMxLWE1YmEtN2M2ZGU5ZjBkNzFl%26ui_locales%3Deng
https://identity.newworldnow.com/account/login?returnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSW5zaWdodCBSZWdpc3RyeSBORCBWNiAoUHJvZCk%253D%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fregistry.ec.hhs.nd.gov%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26response_type%3Dcode%2520id_token%2520token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520role%2520email%2520profile%2520nwn.insight.elearning.webapi%2520nwn.insight.webapi%2520nwn.insight.identity.webapi%2520offline_access%26state%3DOpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%253DQ1tCe1Lk1TOBwDFDH2QlhTw6ahwYRCn9MI1ZnokbDEztoJfWzhVyaBz3CTRYzH_PqbK08Wrv0HXYUq_HrFKhJoiXKTHb8CnY64kw4NMjpE_A3VFSXTlBitQF9Eaa1eVCbyGi-VQQi8oC0zeyw-UTIRQjC949TL5WHEc7YukK4b0Rzaa3CFbygAYiBDbMbKqIjpmrNZkWdxFl2UF1OBDcvoNBXVgd6cElxoUh1d6hifwDhl-BjHZGgnvpoYkS6ECnFcMtjKFonC_KjD38VbDjwZCegUQuyD_TfDqSp6_Kllbf6qN1OvG-IgSE4TM-_uZiO7qwEw9J-TTUmUmrT5Wf55IwK90qIGptQyPj4oHaO_g8cvAiU_SH560rA9EbQN9BryFAqBdYdFAn5sqn-nPD1g%26nonce%3D638936373644305715.ODBhMjM3YTctOTYzYy00MDFiLTgyNmMtZTQwNWEwYmUzN2I5YWJhMGUwMTMtYWE3MS00YmMxLWE1YmEtN2M2ZGU5ZjBkNzFl%26ui_locales%3Deng
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