
  

                                  Brucella  
Major Characteristics of Brucella 

Gram stain Morphology: Small Gram-negative coccobacillus 

Colony Morphology: Poorly growing colonies after 24 hours incubation on 

BAP and CHOC.  Does NOT grow on MAC/EMB. 

48 hour growth colonies are small, convex, glistening, white-cream to gray and 

Non-hemolytic 

Satelliting or XV test? 

Urea? 
Observe for color change to intense 

magenta or pink at 15 min, 2 hours, 

and up to 72 hours 

 

 

Brucella is ruled out. Consider 

Haemophilus. Continue with 

routine identification. 

Oxidase? Negative 

Positive 
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Brucella spp. can 

NOT be ruled out 
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Call the North Dakota Department of Health and send the suspected agent 

Report: Possible Brucella species submitted to NDPHL for confirmatory testing 
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Negative 

Catalase? 

Positive 

Negative 

SAB at 48hrs 

Brucella is ruled out. 

Consider Francisella.  

Brucella is ruled out. Continue 

with routine identification. 

https://www.asm.org/Articles/Policy/Laboratory-Response-Network-(LRN)-Sentinel-Level-C 

 


